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| Dr. Rotheram's Apology, Sc. 


3 SIR, 


1 Return you Dr. Rotheram's Pamphlet, 
| accompanied, as you deſire, with ſuch re- 


marks as occurred to me on the reading it. 


L ought perhaps to be aſhamed of not having 


ſooner peruſed this celebrated Apology ; but 
the truth is, I have long contracted a diſlike 
to controverſial: writings on this ſubject: 
having been often offended by the bold and 
familiar manner in which the Majeſty of 
| B Heaven 
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Heaven ſeems to me invaded and violated, 
by thoſe who pretend to teach and explain 
the myſteries of the divine nature, and 
dictate what we muſt believe of things 
which paſs all underſtanding. When I read 
the different ſyſtems of Godhead which 
Dr. Sherlock, South and Waterland have 
laid out for us, I am apt to fear that I am 
treading upon holy ground, and to revolt 
at my own preſumption in daring to pene- 
trate within the veil, and to pry, as it were, 
into the ark of Gov itſelf. With theſe ſen- 
ſations I have often cloſed the more curious 
diſquiſitions of this kind, when I have at- 
| tempted to read them; and never without 
aſtoniſhment at the pride of human learn- 
ing, ſoaring above the ſphere of revelation 
as well as reaſon, and meaſuring Heaven 
and the Heaven' of Heavens with a ſpan. 
You have taught me to reſpe& the cha- 
racer of Dr. Rotheram as a ſerious: as well 
as able divine, otherwiſe there is an air of 
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eaſe and confidence, and a freedom from all 
embaraſſment aſſumed through his work, 
which, if it doth not border upon levity, 
ſeems to comport but ill with a ſubject 
involved beyond all other in obſcurity and 
difficulty. And if he had leſs exerted his 
powers of oratory, and contented himſelf 


with plain argument and perſpicuity in a 


| theological inquiry after truth, I ſhould 


have liked his compoſition the better. There 
is ſurely a pedantry in a needleſs diſplay of 
miſplaced eloquence, as well as in a pomp 
and parade of erudition where it is not 
wanted. 

Our apologiſt finds no difficulty in the 
Athanaſian Creed. It is calculated to re- 
« move difficulties and caſts light all around: 
e it is ſo far from raifing ſcruples and per- 
* plexing the underſtanding with doubts, 
« that it is plainly calculated to give relief 


and ſatisfaction to them :—no rigour or 


ſeyerity. It meets us with an air of be- 


B 3+ nevolence, 
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c nevolence, and ſhews an indulgence to 
te reaſon, which no Creed beſides this hath 
te done. It is big with arguments to inform 
te the underſtanding a chain of clear rea- 
& ſoning; a regular compoſition where prin - 


ciples, arguments and concluſions are duly 


90 
9 arranged: and has the ſtyle, method and 
te ſtructure of cloſe argument throughout. 
* The doctrine of the Trinity is not forced 
7 upon our aſſent, but it's truth is eſtab- 
* liſhed by a demonſtration. | Other Creeds 


are content to lay down their ſeveral ar- 
& ticles in an affirmative manner, without 
1 ſupporting them by argument, or infer- 
ring their truth from clearer principles 9. 
But this, it ſeems, leads you by the hand, 
and initiates you by eaſy ſteps in all the 

myſteries of the Trinity. | 

Tuis is the Picture which the Author 
hath given us of his favourite Creed. A 
Painter is allowed, provided he keeps up a 


likeneſs, to add ſome graces to a portrait 
5 FP. 67, 60% ba, 83, 7. 


that 


C3 41 


that wants it. Let us ſee then what reſem - 


blance to this flattering piece may be found 
in the original. 

Tur Creed begins, —Whoſoever vill be 
ſaved, before all thi ngs it 1s neceſſary that he 
bold the catholick Faith, which Faith except every 
one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt 
he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. And again, 
Whoſcever will be ſaved muſt thus think of the 
Trinity. And again, —Furthermore it is ne- 
cefſary to everlaſting ſalvation, that be believe 
rightly the incarnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
And in the concluſion, —This is the catholick 
Faith: which except a man believe faithfully 
he cannot be ſaved. 

Tx1s is the benevolent aſpect with which 


this Creed ſalutes, and with which it leaves 
us. Here is no reſerve of hope in the good- 


neſs of Gop; no retreat left open to his 
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that is weak in the Faith, however pious 


andupright in his intentions, however ſincere in 


his 
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[ 6 5] 
his inquiries after truth and in his defire 
to pleaſe Gov. Wheſo falleth not down and 
worſhippeth ſhall be caſt into the miaſt of the 
burning fiery furnace. 


IT is true, that the Author endeavours to 


ſoften theſe harſh features by allowing that 
the ignorant cannot be involved in this con- 
demnation; that it extends only to thoſe 
who have enjoyed the means of knowing 
the Goſpel: and adds farther, not without 
a ſufficient call for it, that by laying too great 
ſtreſs upon Faith it by no means ſuperſedes 
the neceſſity, or extenuates the obligations to 
a holy life. To all this I agree. But nothing 
of all this appears in the Creed. This is 
therefore a maſk, and not the aſpect of the 
Creed; which is, as we have ſeen, fierce and 
menacing ; holding out every thing that is 
terrible to our fears, without one ray of 
comfort to the feeble-minded : whoſe Faith 
may not be able to ſupport him walking 


upon 


< F 
* 
F 
* 
3 
1 
1 
1 
* 
» 
_ 
6 \ * 
; c 
<6 
B 
I 
2 * 
5 
3 
: 
9 
7 
7 
£ 
* 
4 
| Fs 
* 
— ” 
1 
1 
: „ 
4 
x4 
F 
* 
8 
* 
1 — 
* 
* 
48S 
* 
5 
N 
# 
I 
* 
» 


w 


1 


upon the waves, or preſerve him from ſink- 
ing in this great deep. 


ache fare: then we wi told id h 


aſpect of the Goſpel; which gracious as it is, 
« {miles not indiſcriminately on all, but 
t extends her favours only to all believers . 
« We cannot be at a loſs, ſaith our Author, 
« to point out the original paſſage of Scrip- 
e ture from which this is copied. It is the 
0 very language of our Lok D when he gave 
« his laſt commiſſion to his Apoſtles. He 
ee that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, 
&« but he that believeth not ſhall be damned [. 
But, © he that believeth not what? Un- 


« doubtedly the Goſpel or the preaching of 
« the Apoſtles. Me cannot underſtand it 
© gtherwiſe . For the words of our Lox D 


which introduce theſe are, Go ye into all-the 


world and preach the Geſpel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized, * &c. Is then 


| believing the Goſpel and believing the 
| Ath-n:fan Creed the ſame thing ? If they 
| 1P.84 P. Eo. + P.64. * Mark xvi, 15, 16. 
F are 


TS 

are not, the-denunciation-of our Lord and 
that of the Creed do not ſpeak the ſame 
language. They are directed to different 
objects: and this argument falls to the 
ground. 

Wr have the Author's leave to ſuppoſe; 
that there are many pious Chriſtians who 
ſincerely believe the Goſpel and all the doc- 
trines which they find delivered in it, who 
are yet flow of heart to believe in the 
Athanaſian form. There are ſome; faith 
% he, who are ſtrenuous for the total ex- 
* cluſfion of this Creed and the opinions it 


* maintains: others whoſe objections lie not 
« ſo much againſt the doctrines delivered 
« in it as againſt the manner in which they 
are explained and enforced. They would 
a) readily aſſent, in general terms, to thedoc- 
_ ©. trine of the Trinity as revealed in Scrip- 
ture, but can by no means bring them- 
© ſelves to join in all thoſe ſubtleties and 
endleſs: diſtinctions into which it is here 
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drawn 
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t drawn out, and all thoſe hard conditions 
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te with which it is bound upon their minds.” 


« Far from cenſuring their doubts, I ac- 


knowledge that there ſeems to me a merit 
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in them.” Now all theſe, however they 


6 


may fall under the anathema of this creed, 


as they have here fairly won the pity 'and 


* 


even the praiſe, of their candid adverſary, | 
may, I truſt, have likewiſe a good hope 


and confidence towards God; and are cer- 


tainly not under the curſe denounced by 
our Saviour againſt thoſe who reje& his 
Goſpel. 

Ir the author will be ſatisfied with our 


believing the goſpel, which is plainly all 


that is required here by our Saviour, I 


ſhall leave him to his own conſtruction of 


the reſt of this paſſage: which however 
I am perſuaded ſpeaks a different language 
from the condemnatory clauſes, as he chuſes 


to call them, of this creed. 


| '* He 


20 J 

HE need not I am ſure be told, that by 
falvation in the new teſtament is not always 
meant that ſtate of endleſs happineſs in 
the next world, which is now uſually un- 
derſtood by that term. The primary ſenſe 
of this word and that which we muſt ſup- 
poſe it to convey in the apoſtles time is no 
more than that of deliverance; a deliverance 
from ſome evil ſuffered or danger appre- 
hended. And the word which is here op- 
poſed to this has, in the original, a much 


ſofter meaning than is here given it by our 


tranſlators: and in every other place of the 
new teſtament in which it is frequently 
uſed, is underſtood to mean only zudged or 
condemned. And if ſalvation is here to be 
underſtood in a limited and reſtrained ſenſe, 
we muſt certainly for the ſame reaſon in- 
terpret the latter part of the text of con- 
demnation in general, or an exclufion from 
thoſe privileges implied in the promiſes here 
made to believers in the goſpel. 


LET 
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that ſalvation or deliverance which was 
promiſed to the firſt converts of chriſtianity, 
upon their believing and being baptized. 
To learn this we muſt enquire from what 
evils or dangers they were freed by the 
goſpel. And the principal of theſe were 
the guilt of their paſt ſins, and the fear 
of that puniſhment which was due in con- 
ſequence of them, 

As the deſign of the chriſtian Religion 
was to call men to a life of holineſs and 


virtue, ſo to encourage their future obe- 


dience, an univerſal pardon was offered 


to all, at the firſt preaching the goſpel, for 
their paſt offences. This remiſſion of fins 
that were paſt, or as it is in the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, of tranſgreſſions that were 
under the firſt Teſtament, is all that is 
meant by being juſtified by Faith and ſaved 
by Faith, in the writings of the Apoſtles. 

C.2 And 


Le r us ſec then what was the import of 
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12 
And in this the privileges conferred by 


baptiſm are often ſummed up in the Goſpel. 
| Repent and be baptized for th# remiſſion of 
fins. Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy fins, calling on the name of the Lord &. 


This cleanſing of the inward man from the 
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guilt and pollution of ſin ſeems to have 


been principally intended by the emblem 
of baptiſm: in which the outward ablution 
of water ſignificantly repreſented the waſh- 


ing away of ſin—the ſprinkling from an evil 
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conſcience. This then, together with the 
other privileges of the Goſpel belonging to 
chriſtians in this liſe, is the only ſalvation 
promiſed to faith or conferred at baptiſm. 
It related only to thoſe who ſhould be con- 
verted from Jews or Gentiles to the chriſ- 
tian religion; who had a pardon granted 
them for their paſt ſins, were admitted 
into a ſtate of favour and acceptance with 


God; and had indeed farther eternal hope 


. AQs xxli. 16. 
0 pPineſs 
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pineſs promiſed to them, but upon the con- 


dition, not of believing only and being bap- 
tized, but living alſo a chriſtian life of holi- 


nels and obedience. 
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Tuls then is all that ſeems to be meant 
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buy ſalvation in the former part of this text. 
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And by parity of reaſon, the ſentence de- 


nounced againſt unbelievers in the latter 
part to which this is plainly coextended 
and ſtands throughout in oppoſition,* can 


mean no more than an excluſion from the 


8 r n 
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privileges conferred on thoſe who believed 


= the Gaſpel. He tlat believethb not fhall be 
g Judged or condemned: that is, his fin ſhall be 


upon him. He is yet in his fins. He ſhall 
anſwer for them at the righteouſs judgment 
of God. 


Tut original words here in queſtion are 


uſed numberleſs times in the greek tranſla- 
tion of the old teſtament: and never ſignify 
any thing more than a temporary deliverance 


from 


07) 


judgment or condemnation in general, And 
this tranſlation was fo far known and ap- 
proved by the evangeliſts and apoſtles, that 
moſt of the places in which they refer to 
the law and the prophets are cited from it. 
It is therefore reaſonable to believe, that 
they uſed theſe words in the ſame ſenſe in 
which they were before uſed in the ſacred 
writings : and that when they intended any 
particular deliverance, eſpecially of fo high 
an import as this before us, they would make 
it plain by the context, as I think they have 
always done in the firſt of theſe caſes, by 


eternal ſalvation, or the ſalvation of the ſoul; 


in the latter by eternal damnation, the dam- 
nation of hell, or the reſurrection of dam- 
nation. 

I nave dwelt the longer 20 this remark- 
able text, as it appears to be the only proof 
on which our apologiſt hath reſted his de- 


fence 


from ſome preſent or impending evil, and 
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| ſence of this part of the Athanaſian Creed. 
And from his diſlike of the expreſſion dam- 

natery, the title uſually given to the clauſes. 

which we have been conkdering, he would, 

I am perſuaded, be glad to interpret them, 

if poſſible, to the ſame favourable meaning. 


LET us now proceed with our apologiſt 


wa 33 Yo. * . 


to the doctrinal part of the creed, 
Now the catholick Faith is this: that we 
worſhip one God in Trinity and Trinity in 


Unity; neither confounding the perſons nor 
dividing the ſubſtance. This then, ſays our 
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- commentator, is the thing to be proved, that 
| the doctrine of the trinity is a part of that 


common faith which all are bound to believe, 

5 And it is thus proved. 

f For there is one Perſon of the Father, ano- 
| ther of the Son, and another of the Holy Gho/t. 
| But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and 

z lf the Holy Ghoſt is all one: the glory equal, 

| the majeſty coeternal, Such as the Father 1s 

fact 
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ſuch is the Son, and fuch is the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Father uncreate, incomprebenſible, eternal, 
almighty; the Son and Holy Ghoſt uncreate, 
eternal, &c. The Father is God, the Son i; 
God, and the Holy Gheſt is God, and yet they 
are not three Gods but one God. 

TH1s is the proof as it ſtands in the Creed, 
The amount of which is; that we muſt be- 
lieve the trinity in unity, and the unity in 
trinity, becauſe there are three perſons in 
the Godhead, and yet but one God; or 
we muſt believe the trinity becauſe there 1s 
a trinity of perſons, and we muſt believe 
the unity becauſe there is but one God. 
This you may think is a new way of argu- 
ing, but it has been diſtinguiſhed of old by 
the name of idem per idem, or obſcurum per 
obſcurius: which, in engliſh, ſignifies no 
argument, or worſe than no argument at all. 


CAN you make any more of this proof ? 


Yes, the author tells us in his paraphraſc 
| 3 upon 
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upon theſe words, that the meaning of them 
is this. For the holy ſcriptures reprefent 
« to us three diſtin perſons, the Father, 
* the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and every 
one of theſe pe ſons they repreſent to us 
% as divine; aſcribing to all alike every 
% glorious attribute of divinity. They ſhew 
« them all to be uncreated, incomprehen- 
e fible, eternal and almighty: nay, they 
te expreſly aſſign to each the adorable titles 
« of God and Lord.” But the creed no- 
where appeals to or makes mention of the 
ſcriptures, but pronounces deciſively that 


there are three perſons in glory equal, in 


* majeſty coeternal; alike uncreate, incom- 


prehenſible and almighty, alike God and 
Lord. If the author allows an appeal from 
his creed to the ſcriptures, it is all that the 
objectors to this creed require. But till 
he has poinetd out the places where 
the title of God almighty, of the ſu- 
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preme God, or the adorable titles of God 
and Lord are expreſly aſſign'd in the ſcrip- 
ture to three perſons, his deciſive affirma- 
tion leaves the Creed and us juſt where it 
found us. 

Bor let us go on. For [ihe as we are com- 
pelled by the chriſtian verity to acknowledge 
every perſon by himſelf to be God and Lord 
fo are we forbidden by the catholick religion to 
fay there be three Gods or three Lords. 

"The Father is made of none, neither created 
nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, 
neither made nor created, but begotten, The 
Holy Ghoſt 1s of the Father and of the Son, 
neither made nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding. 

And in this Trinity none is afore or after 
other, but the whole three perfons are coeternal, 
together and coequal. 

So that in all things as is afereſaid, the 


Trinity in Unity and the Unity in Trinity is 16 


be 
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1 
be worſhipped. ** So that it is evident, ſaith 
« our commentator, beyond contradiction, 
« that the propoſition to be proved is true: 
« or that the doctrine of the trinity is a 
« part of the catholick faith.” 

Tuls is the author's clear chain of rea- 
ſoning. But certainly if he had intended 
to burleſque this reſpectable creed, he could 


not have done it more effectually. The pro- 


poſition to be proved, as he aſſerts, is that 


we are to worſhip one God in trinity and 


trinity in unity. This is itſelf a hard fay- 
ing; hard to believe and hard to underſtand; 


and therefore wants both illuftration and 


proof, Inſtead of which the creed goes on 


to explicate only and unfold the many diffi- 
culties, harder ſayings and paradaxes that 
are involved in this, without ſolving or prov- 
ing any of them. And then, when you 
are loſt in myſtery, and more and more 


obſcurity gathers round you; the apologiſt 
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produces his concluſion out of the clouds. — 
You ſee now, it is evident beyond contra- 
diction, that the propoſition to be proved 
is true. $1 

Bor the author has ſurely done injuſtice 
to his creed: which is by no means guilty 
of ſuch bad reaſoning as his apology repre- 
ſents it to be. The detail of articles which 
follow the firſt general propoſition, which 
he ſays is the truth that is proved through 


the whole, hath no immediate relation to 


this propoſition but to the words that fol- 


low it: which are neither confounding the 
perſons nor dividing the ſubſtance. The whole 
together ſtands thus; The catholick faith is, 
that we worſhip one God in trinity and trinity 
in unity, neither confounding the perſons nor di- 


viding the ſubſlance. For there is one perſon 


of the Father, another of the Son, and another 


of the Holy Ghoſt. But the Godhead of the 
Father, &c. is all one, &c. Here the con- 


nection 


9 ä 9 * 
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nection is plain and clear. In believing the 
trinity you muſt not confound the perſons 
nor divide the ſubſtance : for the perſons 
are diſtin& and three in number, and the 
Godhead or ſubſtance- is but one, The 
illative particle For iatroduces a reaſon, not 
for believing the trinity but for not con- 


founding the perions or dividing the ſub- 


ſtance, 


Ax p this is the tenor of the creed through- 
out ; not to prove the articles that are to be 
believed, but to ſhew what is contained in 
this belief. Thus in the article that fol- 
lows — Furthermore it is neceſſary to everlaſting 
falvation that he alſo believe rightly the incar- 


| ration of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For the right 
i faith is, that we believe and confeſs that out 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God is God and 
man. God of the ſubſtance of bis Father, be- 
gotten before .the worlds, and man of the ſub- 


Vance of bis mother, born in the world: per- 


feet 


1 22 } 
Leit God and perfect man, of a reaſonable foul 


and buman fleſh ſubſiting : equal to. the Father 
At touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Va- 
ther as touching his manhood, who althoug) 
he be God and man, yet be is not two but on: 
Chriſt: one, not by converſion of the Godbea! W 
into fleſh but by taking of the manhood into God: 1 
exe altogether, not by confuſion of ſubſtance but 
by unity of perſon. The author, for reaſons 
which we are left free to conjecture, hath 
left out this whole article both in the text 
and in his paraphraſe. | 


Ir appears then evident beyond contra- 
diction, that there 1s no propoſition proved 
or attempted to. be proved through this 
whole creed ; that it's articles are laid down 


as in other creeds, without inferring their 
truth from clearer principles ; that inſtead 
of being big with argument thete is no pre- 
tence to argument in it; thar inſtead of 
demonſtration there is nothing but affirma- 


tion 


n 
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tion, and for reaſon we have only authority. 


And we muſt at laſt, however unwillingly, 
acknowledge that we are called upon in this 
formulary of faith, not only to believe the 
trinity but to believe it with all the cir- 
cumſtances, diſtinctions and modalities here 
ſpecified ; that we muſt diſtinguiſh carefully 
betwixt made, created, begotten and proceed- 
ing, and learn to apply theſe relative terms 
with preciſion to the ſeveral divine beings 
to whom they reſpectively belong, &c. For 
fo the creed tells us in expreſs terms, He 
that will be ſaved muſt zhus think of the 
trinity. 
IT is true, that the author abſolves us as 
far as his authority will go from entering 
into theſe nice diſtinctions, and from the 
obligation of believing them. A diſtinc- 
cc tion, faith he, will naturally atiſe be- 
« tween the eſſential parts. of the creed, 
« which alone are the objects of our belief 


and 


[24 J. 
“and the proofs of thoſe parts. It is enough 
« if we aſſent to the truth to be proved, 
10 though we may not acquieſce intirely in 
« the means of proof; as our own great 
“ maſter (Mr. Locke) when too old to enter 
«* upon a new and arduous ſtudy, is ſaid to 
« have believed the Principia of our im- 
ec mortal Geometrician, without underſtand- 
« ing their demonſtrations . ” If then the 
doctrines of this creed and the grounds upon 
| Which they are to be believed, be a new, as 
I fear it will be to moſt chriſtians, and an 
arduous ſtudy to all, they may, with the 
doctor's leave, let theſe proofs alone, and 
believe the general doctrine of the trinity 
without them. But then if theſe proofs are 
only explications or explicit declaration: 
of what is to be believed, we muſt have his 
leave likewiſe to let them alone, and to be- 
lieve the trinity without them. In either 


caſe the creed indeed will be uſeleſs, but 


+ P. 82. 
then 
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then it will be free from the charge of in- 
volving our chriſtian faith in impenetrable 
obſcurity and nice diſtinctions which can- 
not be comprehended.” And this, if the 
doctor pleaſes, we will accept as his apology 
for the Athanaſian creed: but muſt take 
leave to offer it in our turn as an apology 
for not admitting all the more intricate parts 
of it. It is indeed the whole that his apo- 


logy will amount to, even ſuppoſing it to 


be conſtructed upon true principles. For 


all that he claims to have proved from his 
creed and comment is, “ that the doctrine of 
the trinity is a part of the catholick faith :” 
and in his paraphraſe upon it, we find none 
of thoſe metaphyſical diſtinctions with which 


our faith is charged in the creed itſelf. Here 


then, as far as appears, both you and I may 


believe neatly the ſame with this writer him- 


ſelf. I worſhip God as he doth, * under the 
threefold relation of our creator, redeemer and 
E ſanctifier.“ 


| [ 26 ] 
ſanQifier T.“ I acknowledge him in Chriſt, 


reconciling the world unto himſelf; and in his 
Holy Spirit, preſiding over hischurch, inſpiring 
the apoſtles and prophets, leading us by his re- 
vealed word into all truth, and aſſiſting and 
ſanctifying the hearts of good men. I believe 


the ſcriptures and all that is revealed in them 


of this great myſtery of Godlineſs, and ſin- 


cerely pray to God to ſtrengthen my faith in all 


the great truths which he hath brought to 
light in his goſpel. And this I hope is ſufli- 
cient for, all the purpoſes of religion and the 
duties of a chriſtian. 

Tux author hath given us a large chapter 
upon neceſſary articles of faith, in which 
he candidly allows and hath fully proved, 
that believing in Jeſus Chriſt as the fon of 


God and the ſaviour of the world, is alone 


ſufficient to qualify us for the denomination | 


of chriſtians, and to make us true members 
of the chriſtian church. And I as readily 


+ P. 53. . 14- 


grant 


Ll 2 3 
grant that this belief doth not ſuperſede the 
belief of other articles, but rather ſuppoſes 
and implies it. But if it implies a belief 
in all neceſſary doctrines, is not this all that 


is neceflary * To believe in Chriſt is to 
take him tor our Lord and lawgiver; to 


make his goſpel the rule of our faith and 


practice. This goſpel is at large our chriſ- 
tian creed: as it is our chriſtian table of 
commandments. A diſpoſition to believe, 
an aſtent already prepared, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
to all the doctrines contained in it, 1s faith, 
as it reſides in the hidden man of the heart. 
Where this principle rules and prevails in 
the mind, there is faith in it's full extent. 
It implies indeed, as the author rightly re- 
minds us, an earneſt deſire to know all the 
doctrines contained in the ſcripture, but by 
no means an actual belief of all. The dif- 
ference which he hath ſtated betwixt one 


ege and another, betwixt the times of igno- 
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rance and the more enlightened days of 
chriſtianity, we muſt make betwixt one 
man and another, betwixt the peaſant and 
the ſcholar. All men have not opportunity 
or capacity to ſearch the ſeriptures through- 
out. All cannot receive the more abſtruſe 
and myſterious doctrines, ſave they to whom 
it is given. 

THr1s then appears to me the one thing 
neceſſary, the one fundamental article of 
faith, comprizing virtually every other. He 
that takes the ſcripture for the rule of his 
faith gives the aſſent of his mind to all the 
articles of faith in one. He that acts up to 
this principle will extend his knowledge and 
his faith in religious truths as far as he can. 


If he err in underſtanding the more difficult 
parts of ſcripture, he may yet be a true 


believer. Different interpretations are put 
upon doctrines that are thought worthy 
of a place in the Apoſtle's creed itſelf. 
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The firſt of the following articles, He was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, He deſcended 
into hell, may not be underſtood by many 
pious and true chriſtians; and the latter we 
know has been interpreted in ſenſes totally 
different, even by our church itſelf. Who 
then ſhall ſay what articles are neceſſary, 
and which if we do not believe faithfully 


we cannot be ſaved ? 


TE author hath endeavoured to illuſtrate 
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his argument for believing explicitly all the 
doctrines of chriſtianity, by aſſerting that 
there is a like inſeparable connection and de- 


pendence betwixt the articles of faith that 


„% » yo uy" "WTO TINO 
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there is betwixt the duties of morality: all 
of which, tho' not equally important, are 
equally indiſpenſible and neceſſary in prac- 
tice, in order to conſtitute the character of 
virtue, I ſhall examine this parallel as it 
is drawn by the author, and endeavour to 
confirm the poſition I have laid down from 


the ſame principles. 


11 ; 

* Thr caſe ſeems to be the ſame with re- 
« gard to the ſpeculative as it is with regard 
« to the practical virtues. If we may be 
« allowed to give the name of virtue to a 
* right belief as we do to a right practice. 
95 There are virtues of different value. Some 
* which are eſſential to the very being of a 
« virtuous character; others which may be 
c ſaid rather to compleat than to form it. 
* Virtues which no good man can be with- 
« out, virtues which even the good man 


« 1s ſometimes leſs attentive to, but none 


a 
* 


which he can exclude from his ſyſtem. 
© Whilſt we cultivate thoſe of the firſt 
e kind, we are not upon that account the 


* more at liberty to indulge a neglect of 


A 
* 


others. They are not neceſſary becauſe 


they compenſate for the want of others, 


<© but on the contrary, becauſe they are the 


= 
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baſis of ſeveral ſubordinate virtues, and pre- 
de pare the heart for the reception of all &. 
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Tuis is ſomewhat embaraſſed. I do not 
ſee how even the cardinal virtues, juſtice, 
fortitude, temperance, . are connected with 
or ſupported by each other, or that thoſe 
which it may be ſuppoſed he would call the 
ſubordinate virtues, ſuch as humility, meek- 


neſs, compaſſion, forgiveneſs, neceſſarily ariſe 


from any, or can be inferred from all of 


theſe: though I admit that the virtuous 
character will be imperfect where any of 
them is wanting, Nor it we would ſpeak with 
philoſophical preciſion, ſhould I chuſe to 
ſay that there are virtues of different value. 
Virtue is one principle reſiding, as I ſaid of 
faith, in the hidden man of the heart, 
This principle is a ſteady determination to 
do what is right—the principle of obedi- 
ence—of obedience to the will of God, to 


the rule of our nature, to reaſon and order. 


As far as our actions are connected with, 


derive or deviate from this principle, lo far 


they 


{9 3] 


they are virtuous or otherwiſe. It is certain 


a man may be temperate, juſt, merciful and 
benevolent from a regard to health, charac- 


ter, or other merely human conſiderations, 


without any regatd to duty, and therefore 


without any virtue at all. This therefore is, 
properly ſpeaking, the only virtue. The 


reſt are duties reſulting from and dependent 


vpon this, but are no farther virtuous than 


as they are connected with it. He that 
hath this principle rooted and grounded 
within him, hath every virtue in one 
mercy, magnanimity, charity and liberality, 
tho he may have never had the opportunity 
of exemplifying them in practice or ſhewing 
them to the world. It is the ſame to him 
who ſearcheth the heart and calleth the 
things which are not as though they were. 
This then I ſhall deſire you to bear in 
mind while we go through the reſt of the 
author's parallel. 
7 «IT 
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« Tx this is allowed, as it readily will be 
« with regard to action, it muſt be acknow- 
« ledged alſo with regard to faith, The 


fame train of reaſoning which ſhews the 


« neceſſity of every virtue, will "likewiſe . 


« eſtabliſh the neceſſity of every article of 
4 faith. We muſt therefore allow or deny to- 


1 « gether in both caſes, We muſt ſupport every 


* article of faith, or give up ſome articles 


: e of practical duty.“ 

„Tux apoſtle's rule is good as well with 
F * regard to the law of faith as that of obe- 
# © dience. If we keep the whole Jaw and 
« yet offend in one point we are guilty of 
* all, Our compliance with ſome cannot 
| «* juſtify a contempt of others . 

| Tues concluſions are moſt of them juſt. 
; But they will ariſe with more force and 
| clearneſs from the principles which I am 
| going to lay down. As ſubmiſſion to the 
| will of God is the whole of virtue, ſo ſub- 
| + P. 27, 28. 
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miſſion to his word is the whole of faith. 
As the former of theſe principles is neceſſary 
to give our beſt actions the character of vir. 
tue; ſo the latter is neceſſary to ſanctify every 
act of belief and to give it the character 
of religious faith. As in the former caſe it 
is not neceſſary to the virtuous character 


that every virtue ſhould be exemplified in 


practice; ſo neither in the latter caſe is it 


neceſſary to a perſect faith that every article 


revealed in ſcripture ſhould be explicitly 


believed. As our ſeeming beſt actions are 
but an equivocal proof of virtue; ſo an act 
of belief in this or that article of religion 
is but an uncertain evidence of a true faith, 
If we believe without evidence, without in- 
quiry, or becauſe our fathers have believed 
before us; there is no true faith in ſuch be- 
lief. If the man whoſe heart ſtandeth 
right, and cleaveth ſtedfaſtly to that which 
is good, may be faid to have every virtue in 
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one, tho' in many inſtances it may not have 


been brought to the trial; ſo he that reve- 


FF 


rences the ſcripture and believeth with all 
his heart may be ſaid to be orthodox in every 


article of faith, tho' many of them have 


never been brought to his knowledge or of- 
fered to his belief. If God may ſeèe in the 
heart of a good man every latent virtue, in 
the ſeed and principle, that has not been 
called into action; may he not read in the 
; heart of a true believer an aſſent virtually 
given to the whole ſyſtem of faith, tho' in- 
voluntary ignorance or error may have kept 
him a ſtranger to -many religious truths ? 
To God then, who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, 
we mult leave it to decide what the faith is 
which ſhall fave us. And it is vain for us to 
| pronounce what proportion of faith in every 
| one is required to his ſalvation, 

Bur are there not articles. of ſuch great 
| and general importance that every chriſtian 
F 2 muſt 


| 
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muſt be ſuppoſed. to believe them? Cer. 
tainly there are. And I deny not that the 
doctrine of the trinity and the incarnation 
of our bleſſed Lord are of this number, 
But as the ſcriptures relating to theſe doc- 
trines may be differently interpreted by men 
who equally reverence theſe ſacred writings, 
and are equally impartial in their ſearch 
after truth, different opinions may be em- 
braced concerning them, by men whoſe 
faith is equally pure and undefiled, and who 
are therefore equally juſtified as believers in 
the fight of God. 

THE importance of religious opinions is 
to be meaſured by the different degrees in 
which they ſerve to the uſes of piety and 
virtue. Theſe are the end or rather the ſub- 
ſtance of all religion. In proportion as any 
doctrine contributes to this end it is of im- 
portance in the religious liſe. If any man 
finds in himſelf the love of God and good- 


neſs 


"1 
neſs promoted by his believing theſe myſte- 
ries in the Athanaſian form, it is of happy 


importance to him. I reverence his belief. 


But if receiving theſe doctrines in the plain- 


eſt and moſt general form, we find in the 


work of our redemption enough to excite 1 
the higheſt love of God and our Redeemer, "W 
enough to exhauſt all our gratitude to the 
divine goodneſs, and to carry our piety to 
the higheſt pitch to which it can be raiſed; 


every end of faith, every intention of this 


ſacred doQtrine ſeems anſwered by it. What- 
ever beyond this may be added to our faith 
nothing can be added to our piety: and 


therefore whatever more is believed ſeems of 


little importance in a religious view. 


Tu mind of man hath limits which it 
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cannot paſs. The paſſions or affections can 1 


be raiſed but to a certain pitch. There are ö 
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objects too great for the imagination, and 


which therefore cannot be preſented in all 


: their 


WW. 


their force to the mind. The eternity of 
hell torments is believed by many in the 
ſtricteſt and ſevereſt ſenſe. But he that be- 
lieves this in a limited or more qualified 
ſenſe may perhaps feel as ſtrong a motive to 
duty as the other. A million of years, or 
if you pleaſe a million of millions are but 
a day compared with this eternity ; but when 
preſented to the mind their influence ſhall 
be nearly equal. The reaſon is, that all be- 
yond this can never be made an object to 
the imagination, which is the medium 
through which it's influence muſt be tranſ- 
mitted to the paſſions. Our fear cannot be 
excited by the greater object more than by 
the leſs. And he that will not be reſtrained 
from ſin by the former, will, it is certain, 
never be moved by the latter. 

LIT us attend now to the impreſſions 
which the common creed of chriſtians 18 
calculated and may be ſuppoſed to make on 


2 
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2 mind that is reverently diſpoſed to receive 
it: and ſee whether any farther improve- 
ments in piety and religion may be expected 
from the ſublimer doctrines of this creed. 
Wurx I am taught that God is eternal 
and almighty, a being without beginning 
and that can never have an end, that he is 
the father of the creation and at the head 
of all worlds; my heart ſinks within me at 
the thought of a being ſo tremendouſly 
great and amazing. When I am told that 
this gracious power intereſts himſelf in my 
happineſs, and hath made me to contemplate 
his glory and to adore him for ever, it dilates 
with joy and hope at the thoughts of a 
bleſſed immortality. When I learn farther 
that God hath ſent his Son into the world 
to unfold theſe great truths in all their light, 
to redeem men when loſt in ſin and error, 
and to recall them to the knowledge of him- 
felf and of their duty; to give them a law 
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pure and perſect like himſelf, and adapted 


in every article to purify and exalt our na- 


ture, and armed with ſuch ſanctions as affect 
our well being for ever; when I ſee this 
law tempered with mercy and goodneſs In 
condeſcenſion to the merits of our Redeemer, 
and reflect on his humiliation, the degrada- 
tion. to which he ſubmitted by taking our 
nature upon him, and the ſufferings which 
he underwent for our ſakes; I find every 
paſſion of hope, and fear, and love directed 
to objects worthy of an immortal ſpirit, 
every thought ſubdued and brought into obe- 


dience by a faith ſo rational and intereſting, 


ſo important in it's objects and in all it's 
conſequences, that nothing ſeems poſſible to 
be added which can give it more influence 


on the mind. Is it neceſſary to any ends of 


piety or religion, that we muſt believe far- 


ther the perſonalities of the trinity as they 
are laid down in this creed; that the moſt 
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high God, conſiſting of three petſons in one 
nature, became one perſon with a perfect 
man, one perſon in two natures, by taking 
the manheod into God ; that God ſent, not 
the ſame in perſon, but the ſame numerical 
God with himſelf to become fleſh and dwell 


among us, which ſeem to be the doctrines of 


this creed? Our wonder and amazement are 
1 here indeed, raiſed to the higheſt, the mind 


1 is ſet at gaze, and our faith itſelf becomes 


affrighted ; but what ſentiments of piety or 
devotion are raiſed, or how is our love and 
reverence for the deity promoted by it. 

Bur an uniformity of belief in ſome con- 


fiderable degree ſcems a neceſſary bond of 


publick communion, without which chriſti- 


ans can ſcarce be ſuppoſed to join in wor- 
ſhip together. And this mnſt give impor- 
tance to ſuch articles, an agreement in which 


is neceſſary to this end. This is certainly 


right. But in the application of this prin- 


_— ciple 
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ciple men have generally transferred t!;;; 
importance from the firſt acknowledged truth. 
of chriſtianity to thoſe which diſtinguiſh 
their own ſe& or party. Theſe, however 
diſputable, have been. uſually made the tet 
of orthodoxy, however remotely connected 
with the true end and deſign of religion, 
have been thought moſt eſſential to religi- 
ous worſhip. Hence inſtead of uniting in 
chriſtian charity and communion fer the 
fake of the great principles in which they 
agreed, they have uſually thought it a duty 
to hate and perſecute and to put away from 
among them thoſe. with whom they differed 
in other matters. There cannot however 
be a plainer truth than that the doctrine: 
in which all chriſtian churches have agreed. 
ought to be held of the firſt rank and im- 
portance in religion, and that theſe are 
ſufficient to ground a ſyſtem of chriſtian 
worſhip upon. And had men been content 
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with theſe, with the ſimplicity of faith and 
worſhip which were eſtabliſhed in the firſt 
ages of chriſtianity, without guarding againſt 
| ſappoſed hereſies by publick creeds and 
anathemas, we ſhould, I am perſuaded, have 
ſeen more chriſtian piety as well as charity 


in the world. Every truth unoppoſed and 


uneſpouſed by party-zeal and faction would 
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have eſtabliſhed itſelf by it's own evidence. 


1 


The kingdom of Chriſt would have enlarged 
it's borders by preventing prejudice and. diſ- 
| arming oppoſition from without; and the 
| chriſtian name have been every where a praiſe 
and honour in the earth. 

FRoM this point of view then we ſhall 
perhaps better determine what articles are 
| eſſential to the chriſtian faith than from any 
Jother, Whatever are thought ſufficient ſor 


Ichriſtian communion, nothing more ought 


o be required by any church: or chriſtian 


Pocicty, or pronounced to be univerſally 


G 2 neceſſary 
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neceſſary to ſalvation. Theſe then ſrom the 


nature of public worſhip muſt be few ir 
number, muſt be plain and obvious to every 
capacity. Whatever is neceſſary here mu! 
be neceſſary to all. And what is neceſſar; 
to all muſt be level to the capacities of al], 
Men muſt not be ſent to ſchools of divinity 
to qualify them for chtiſtian communion, 
God hath not made one religion for the 
wiſe and learned and another for the vulger 
and illiterate. The publick forms of worſhiy 
muſt therefore be ſuppoſed to condelceni 
to the common ſtate of chriſtians, and to 
preſcribe nothing to be aſkced in prayer or 
offered in praiſe and adoration but what i: 
adapted to the common faith as well as the 
common wants and circumſtances of al} 
The apoſtle ſeems to ſuppoſe that wher: 


there is a chriſtian ſociety animated wit! 


the true chriſtian ſpirit; where there is the 


ſame God the object of worſhip, th: 


ſame 
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ſame Lord and Saviour acknowledged as the 
author and finiſher of the faith into which 
we are baptized; where there are the ſame 
hopes in the next life as well as the ſame 
bleſſings to commemorate and pray for in 


this; it is a duty incumbent on all to pre- 


ſerve the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 


peace. I beſeech you, ſays he, to walk wor- 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 


with all Iowlineſs and meekneſs, with long ſuf= 


fering, forbearing one another in love: endea- 


vouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body and one ſpirit, 
even as ye are called in one bope of your calling: 
one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all 
and in you all F . I ſhall therefore leave it 
with you as a queſtion that merits a farther 
diſcuſſion, whether thoſe who agree in the 
doctrines of the one God; the divine au- 


thority of our bleſſed Saviour; the commu- 


+ Eph. iv. 1, &c. os 
nion, 


. 
nion, or communication of the graces, of 
the Holy Spirit; the ſabbath and ſacra- 
ments of the church; the doctrine of re- 
pentance and remiſſion of ſins, which in- 
cludes in it that of our redemption through 
Chriſt and his mediation with the Fether; 
the general reſurrection and the life ever- 
laſting; whether theſc have not all that is 
neceſſary to chriſtian communion; whether 
they who agree in a general belief of theſe 
doctrines may not conſiſtently, and ought 
not if poſſible to join in the ſame worſhip 
together 5 however they may differ in the 
mode of explaining many of theſe articles, 
or in the conſequences they deduce from 
them: or however they may prefer ſome 
rites and ceremonies to others, and vary in 
their opinions about indifferent matters. The 
apoſtle's rule is, Him that is weak in the faith 
receive e , without judging or condemning 
him for his opinion : that is, reje& him not 


4 Rom. xiv. 1. 
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trom communicn, but receive him as a bro- 
ther, and ſuffer him to enjoy his opinions 
till better thought or information have re- 
moved his doubts. If indeed there be 4 


chriſtian church which hath ſet up another 


rule of faith beſides the ſcriptures, other 
objects of worſhip beſide the true God, other 
mediators betwixt God and man beſide the 
man Chriſt Jeſus; we cannot join in com- 
munion with or give her the right hand of 
fellowſhip, without departing from the firſt 
principles of faith and worſhip. But I muſt 
here be explicit in declaring that I bring no 
ſuch accuſation againſt the advocates fot 
this creed, tho' the charge of varying or 
multiplying the object of our worſhip has 
been lately brought by many againſt it. 
The unity of the Godhead clearly aſſerted 
and guarded in it, ought, I think, to free 
it from this imputation. They who wor- 
ſhip Chriſt as God their redeemer, and the 
Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt as God their ſanctifier, muſt, 
if they conform to the principles of this 
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creed, mean to worſhip one God with the 
Father, however difficult they may find it 
to bring their ideas together. Dr. Rotheram 
hath kindly lent his hand to help them over 
this difficulty, by marking it as the pecu- 
liar diſtinction of the chriſtian revelation, 
that it inſtructs us where we are to pay 
«our gratitude for the ineſtimable bleſſings 
of redemption, &c. by directing chat God 
* ſhould now be worſhipped under the 


* threefold relation of our creator, redeemer 


and fanQtifier ||.” Whether his Athana- 
ſian brethren will think this threefold rela- 


tion or trinity of characters in the deity, ſuffi- 


— 


cient for the faith and worſhip of a chriſ- 


tian, I am not concerned to inquire, But 

however this may be, however they may 

worſhip three perſons, or three characters 

in the deity, by uniting theſe in the one 
t P. 53. 


God 
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God they muſt be allowed to mean, how- 
ever difficult it may be to explain, what they 
profeſs, to pay their worſhip to the one ſu- 
preme God. This charge therefore, which 
hath by ſome been magnified into idolatry, 
I think to be unmerited and highly injurious 
to the honour of our church: which hath 
ſurely deſerved as well from the friends of 
truth and liberty as any chriſtian church hath 
done ; which where it hath erred, hath erred 
in common with all other churches ſince 
the dark ages of chriſtianity ; and hath gone 
as far in reforming religion and reſtoring it 
to its true principles as any church hath 
gone; and which, if purged in her doctrines 
and worſhip from a few human mixtures, 
would perhaps be the fitteſt of all others to 

be the centre of union among chriſtians. 
Bur to retutn to our ſubject, the impor- 
tance of believing certain articles of faith 
hath, I fear, been frequently eſtimated from 
H the 
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the difficulty of believing them. As every 


virtue derives its comparative value from the 
difficulties ſurmounted in. the praQice of it, 
ſo men are apt to think there is a merit in 
giving a ready aſſent to religious paradoxes 

and ſeeming inconſiſtences, and in ' believing 
more than others believe. Hence it hath 
been thought meritorious to believe all the 
contradictions implied in the doctrine of 
tranſubſtantiation, and it is to be feared that 
many hope, by this ſacrifice of their reaſon, 
to attone for defects in the weightier matters 
of the law. But this voluntary humility and 
will-worſhip who hath required at our hands? 
It we receive for doctrines the command- 
ments of men, if we fondly believe more 
than is revealed, to ſhew the flexibility of our 
reaſon and our ſubmiſſion to the divine au- 
thority, this ſupererogation of faith, like 
that of works, will profit us nothing. 


Dr. Rotheram hath himſelf made it a 


doubt, whether faith can properly be called 


a vir- 


l 


| a virtue. And more properly ſpeaking it is, 
| according to the diſtinction I have made 
| above, to be called a duty—a part of the obe- 
, dience we owe to God. As much as there 
i is of piety, humility and a deſire to know 


the will and word of God in our performance 
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of this duty, ſo much is there and only ſo 
moch of virtue in it. But the bare act of 
believing the moſt myſterious doctrines when 
revealed by the word of God, is of ſo eaſy 
practice, or rather ſo natural and neceſſary, 


that the virtue of it muſt rank in a very low 


adequate evidence is indeed no other than a 
natural effect of a natural cauſe. 
THe articles of religion when believed be- 


come ſo many principles of action, and from 


their influence in practice their different im- 
portance is, as I have already ſaid, chiefly to 
be eſtimated. But the acting ſteadily under 
theſe principles is another duty diſtinct from 


degree of merit. To believe upon clear and 


3 | that 
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that of believing : the exerciſe of which, 
tho! often called a trial of our faith, is more 
properly a teſt of our firmneſs of mind, and of 


the force of the virtuous principle within us. 
When archbiſhop Cranmer ſunk for a time 
under the perſecution of his enemies ; it was 
not his faith but his fortitude that failed him. 
His belief was ſtill the fame. 

When our belief in the promiſes of God 
riſes into a full truſt and abſolute reliance on 
his goodneſs, on his word and faithfulneſs ; 
and this inſpires us with a courage equal tothe 
fierceſt dangers and moſt powerful tempta- 
tions; this principle is then combined with 
the principle of virtue, and like armour to 


the loadſtone both directs and augments its 


force. And this compound principle it is 


which is ſo highly magnified under the name 
of faith in the epiſtle to the Hebrews and 
other parts of ſcripture : which includes in 
it the whole of chriſtian virtue and perfec- 


tion; 
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tion; but may ſurely be ſuppoſed to exiſt in 
all its force without the belief of fuch doc- 
trines as are merely ſpeculatiye: fuch as may 
be believed without any- previous virtue, and 
without producing any virtuous fruit ; and 
which therefore if we believe neither are 
we the better, nor if we belieye not are we 
the worle. 

In general we may aſſert, that this boaſted 
faith and forward belief of things which 
paſs our underſtanding, is either no faith-at 
all, or a facrifice which coſts us nothing. 
How many believe, or think they believe, 
the myſteries we have been confidering, with- 
out ever inquiring what foundation' there is 
in ſcripture ſor ſuch belief ? I will notinclude 
in this cenſure thoſe who from their ſituation” 
; in life, or want of abilities, are incapable of 
| this inquiry. Theſe, if they believe in their 
| teachers, or in the church as true interpre- 
| ters of ſcripture, have the beſt reaſon they 


Can 
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can in their circumſtances have for their 
belief. But how few of thoſe who are qua- 
lified for this inquiry have gone farther than 
their creed or catechiſm for this belief? 
And all theſe I ſhall hope will claim no 
virtue or importance to their faith from the 
difficulty of belicving. 

Bur do they indeed believe the doctrines 
which they profeſs to believe? If faith be 
a rational aſſent, by which I mean only the 
aſſent of the underſtanding whether well 
grounded or not, it muſt imply that we 
underſtand the terms of the propoſition to 
be believed as well as the reaſons for be- 
lieving it. But thoſe who have never in- 
quired cannot pretend to the laſt of theſc 
conditions, for they have never aſłked them- 
ſelves why they believe. And thoſe who 
have no motive for believing but the fear 


whether of inquiſitions or anathemas, will 


neyer alledge theſe as the reaſons of thei: 
belief. 
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belief. And the firſt of theſe conditions 
leads me to doubt whether thoſe who have 
examined and think themſelves well grounded 
in the faith, are really, with reſpect to ſome 
of the more myſterious docttines of our 
creeds, believers or not. 

Trinity is the abſtract of three; and though 
appropriated by uſe to one ſacred meaning, 
may be applied indifferently to any three 
beings of the ſame kind. We may ſay a 
trinity of men as well as a triumvirate. 
Nor doth a God in trinity convey any diſtinct 
meaning more than a man in trinity, till it 
is explained by telling us that there are 
| three perſons of the ſame kind or the fame 
divine nature in the Godhead, But what 
is the idea conveyed here by perſon? Plainly 
that of a thinking conſcious being. A 
| perſon muſt be a living intelligent ſubſtance, 
| Can you apply to it any other meaning? 
| Are there then three intelligent ſubſtances 


in 


— 


— a” * 


1 56 J 
in the one God? This we are forbiddet; 
to believe: for it is dividing the ſubſtance. 
Dr. Rotheram muſt therefore annex ſome 
other idea to the word perſon; which he 
hath not diſcloſed. But thoſe who cannot 
catch the ſame idea and known ot what 
the word perſon means, if they believe the 
doctrine thus laid down muſt believe they 
know not what. The propoſition to them 


hath no meaning. Their faith has none : or 
it is no faith, 

Tur doctor hath laid it down as an in- 
conteſtible truth, that it is contrary to 
« the principles of true religion held by all 
* to ſay, that there can be three diſtinct and 
« independent beings who can be ſtiled God 
* and Lord, or to whom the attributes of 
«* uncreated, incomprehenſible, eternal and 
— almighty can be applied +.” Now this 
is plainly aſſerting, either that there are not 
three diſtinct beings in the Godhead, et 
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that one or more of thoſe to whom the at- 
eibutes of uncreated, eternal and almighty 
are applied, is a dependent being. Or will 
he deny that three diſtin perſons are tliree 
diſtin beings ? But on whom can an eternal, 


E almighty, uncreated being be dependent? 


fuſed. And what muſt we think of his 


are three uncreated, eternal, almighty perſons 
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in the Godhead, and yet aſſerts that it is 
contrary to the principles of true religion to 
ſay, that there are three diſtinct independent 
beings who can be ſtiled God and Lord. 
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Vet this, would you believe it, is one of 
the principles from which he deduces his 
demonſtration of a trinity in unity. A prin- 


nitarian will be glad to under-write and 
perhaps adopt with a Q. E. D. for his con- 
eluſion. : 


I BuT 


| Surcly the author's ideas are here very con- 


faith in the trinity? He believes that there 


ciple which, if I miſtake not, an Antitri- 
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Bur I ought not perhaps to meaſure other 
mens ideas by my own, nor to decide upon 
the merits of this creed from Dr. Rotheram's 
apology. If therefore any man believes it 
upon better grounds and with more diſtin 
ideas, I impeach not his faith. He that is 
able to receive it let him receive it. All 
that I plead for is, the like candour and cha- 
rity to thoſe whoſe faith does not come up 
to this ſtandard; that a man may believe 
all that the ſcriptures require him to believe 
of the divinity of the Son and Holy Spirit, 
without underſtanding the doctrine of the 
hypoſtatick union, or believing it with that 


preciſion which is here required: in a word, 


that a man may be a good chriſtian with- 


out believing the Athanaſian creed; and that 


therefore they who reject it are not to be 


reckoned amongſt unbelievers, and ſentenced 


to perdition as the enemies of God and 


religion, 
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I have given you ſome reaſons and could 
give many more, for doubting whether any 
one ever did or poſſibly can believe all that 
this creed preciſely requires, I meat not 
with the mouth only, but with the under- 
ſtanding alſo: and therefore earneſtly wiſh 
that they who profeſs this belief, and think 
themſelves well grounded in it, would permit 
themſelves to doubt for a moment, and ſeri- 
oully to enquire whether their underſtanding 
and their faith have kept pace with each other, 

and what their belief in theſe articles 
amounts to: but above all, whatever they 
believe, that they would add to their faith 
charity, without which, if they have all faith, 
ſo that they could remove mountains it will 
profit them nothing. For ] muſt aſſert, that 


this is abgve all things neceſſary and funda- 


mental in the chriſtian ſyſtem : the apoſtle * 


having expreſly decided that of the three 
chriſtian graces, charity is the greateſt. 
I 2 And 
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And our Lord hath marked it as the ert 
diſtinctive character of his diſciples, that 
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they have love one for another. 
Ybv will readily perceive that my con- 


cern in this caſe is not ſo much for him 
that ſuffers wrong as for him that doth the 


wrong: who while he thinks himſelf de- 
fending the faith may unawares be violat- 
ing the moſt eſſential duties of a chriſtian, 
and incur the guilt of judging the ſervants 
of another maſter. For thoſe who are pro- 
nounced guilty, and ſtand condemned by 
this creed, I have no pain or ſolicitude. 
The ſignals which it hangs out of impending 
vengeance when unattended with the powers 
of perſecution and inquiſition, give little 


alarm in preſent, and create no apprehen- 


Hons for the future. There is a principle 


in human nature which will ſtand its ground 


againſt all the ſophiſms and ſubtleties of 
ſchool divinity, and will not ſuffer the mind 


to 
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to be perſuaded and reaſon'd into guilt ang 
fear where no fear is. And this is common 
ſenſs. This will tell us that a man may 
have a good mind and good meaning with- 
out believing myſteries of which he A 
form no ideas: and that an Athanafian who 
believes all the propoſitions in this creed is 
not a whit more to be truſted than a plain 


man who believes his bible at large. Such 


an one may give you the hearing, but when 


you have read to him all that Dr. Rotheram 
and Dr. Waterland have written on this ſub- 


ject, will never be convinced that not to 


believe a trinity in unity is as bad as murder 


or adultery. The mind of man, conſcious 
of every perfection and imperfection in itſelf, 
knows and feels that whatever contributes 
to it's perfection, it's dignity and moral cha- 
racter, and this only is duty; and whatever 
gives evidence to it is virtue: that this only 
can recommend bim to the favour, and the 


want 
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want of it expoſe him to the diſpleaſure of 
the deity : and that this includes in it the 
whole of duty and obligation. | 

Anp that theſe ſentiments invariably pre- 
vail in every man's mind, notwithſtanding 
the ſpecious arguments that are uſed to give 
the importance of duty to ſpeculation and 


opinion, we may appeal to univerſal prac- 


tice and experience; which are a more cer- 


tain teſt of mens real thoughts and principles 
than verbal profeflions. Doth Dr. Rotheram, 


think you, when he viſits his ſick pariſhion- 


ers, inquire with as much ſolicitude whe- 


ther they are orthodox in the faith, as whe- 


ther they have led a ſober and godly life: 


or exhort them with the ſame earneſtneſs 
to a right faith in the trinity as he would to 
repentance and amendment of life ? If thi: 
be as difficult a duty as any other, and more 
than any neceſſary to ſalvation, how comes 
it not to be a part of our daily prayers, 

that 


1 
that God would enable us by his aſſiſting 


grace to believe rightly the myſteries of the 
catholick faith, and to preſerve us from the 
fin and danger of believing what we ought 
not to believe ? Were a form of prayet to 
be compoſed in the language of this creed, 
Teach me, O God, not only to adore thy-in= 
finite goodneſs in ſending thy only begotten 
gon to redeem us, and thy Holy Ghoſt to 
be our guide and comforter, but enable me 
« likewiſe to believe that thou conſiſteſt o 
© three diſtinct perſons conjoined in one ſub- 
© lance: that all of theſe are uncreated and 
eternal, but one begotten and one proceed- 


ing. Teach me carefully to avoid confound- 


; *ing the perſons or dividing the ſubſtance, 
Koe. I leave you to judge, whether any ſobet- 
| minded chriſtian could without heſitation 


b join in ſuch a form. 
You will, I am ſure, do me the juſtice to 
; believe, that I take no pleaſure in depreciating 
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I 
or complaining of the forms of our church. 
There are ſew public virtues which I more 
reſpect than a ſpirit of conformity: by which 
7 mean, & temper diſpoſed to ſubmit to the 
public wiſdom and authority, and not given 
to change or innovation. But it is ſurely 
agreeable to this ſocial principle, to wiſh 
for a worſhip to which all may conform. 
Human eſtabliſhments will ever have the 
marks of human weakneſs upon them : 
and, if not ſometimes reviſed and redreſſed, 
will by length of time and the inventions of 
men, become more vitiated and depraved. 
Allowances ſhould therefore be made on the 
one hand for imperfections that are unavoid- 
able; and conceflions on the other, that 
when defects and errors are ſeen and acknow- 
ledged they may be ſupplied and corrected. 
The religion of Moſes, though of divine au- 
thority, became in a courſe of 1500 years, 
ſo much corrupted by human mixtures, as 


to 


1 
to be made of none effect through their tra- 
ditions ; and was therefore diſannulled becauſe 
of the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof &. 
In the ſame ſpace of time the chriſtian re- 


ligion itſelf became ſo corrupted as to want 
to be reſtored to its firſt principles. This re- 
formation was happily attempted : but was 
left imperfect. Its imperfections are too vi- 
4 fible to be palliated, and are now univerſally 
| acknowledged. In the preſent advanced ſtate 
| of learning and knowledge, every thing muſt 


| ſubmit to the teſt of cloſe and ſevere criticiſm, 


| and religious opinions will be ſcrutinized with 


as little favour as any other. It is therefore 
2 time to wiſh that our eſtabliſhment was 
: | purged from every erroneous mixture, from 


every thing really exceptionable, that the 


| adverſary may have no advantage when he 


| ſeeketh occaſion againſt us. It is a time to 
bope, that with all the ſupetior advantages 


we have acquired ſince the time of the re- 
* Heb. vii. 18. 
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formation, when learning and fcience but 
began to dawn after a long night of igno- 
rance; with all the acceſſion of critical know- 
ledge in the ſcriptures and the light derived 
from thence upon religion in general; when 
every difficulty, and doubts and objections of 
every kind have been ſtated and examined; 


and in every queſtion the moments on each 
fide are ready at hand to be compared and 
balanced ; and when there are as able hands 
to improve theſe advantages, and men as Ca- 
pable and qualified for their learning, judg- 

ment and temper as the church can ever hope 
to be bleſſed with: it may ſurely be hoped, 
that the publick face of religion may be 
made to appear, if not in perfect beauty, yet 


free from every conſpicuous blemiſh, and 


approaching ſomewhat nearer to purity and 


perfection. 
Whatever reſtrictions are thought neceſſary 
to be laid on thoſe who are appointed to be 
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teachers of the word and doctrine; which 


heavy to be bor ne, and in truth ignominious 
and reproachful both to the church which 
ſubmits to and the ſtate which continues to 
impoſe them; I ſay, whatever reſtrictions of 
this kind may be deemed neceſſary for the 
miniſters of the church, we may wiſh her 
ſervice to be free and open to all believers; 
that, 'if poſſible, nothing which offends 
ſhould enter into it; but that all who egree 
in the great truths of religion may with one 
heart and cne mind glorify God together, 
and unite in the ſame worſhip with the full 
conſent of their minds, of their reaſon and 
conſcience, which cannot bend to authority. 
This alone would I am perſuaded - conduce 
much towards putting an end to all conten- 
tions and diviſions, and towards reſtoring 
the credit of religion and picty which are fo 
deplorably ſinking among us. 
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RATIONAL religion is the glory and per- 
fection of our nature, and muſt be ſo of all, 
even to the higheſt of intelligent beings. This 


when ſeen in practice or contemplated in 
theory will touch the mind and captivate 
the heart. Chriſtianity hath taught this 
rational religion to the world: and is the 
only inſtitution, after the Jewiſh, that ever 
taught a worſhip worthy of God and man. 
The love of God and man are the great 
catholick principles, which it is the avowed 
intention of this religion to eſtabliſh in the 
This is declared to be the 


end of all it's doctrines, inſtitutions and 


hearts of men. 


precepts. Theſe then above all ſhould be 


kept in view in all human forms and eſtab- 


liſhments of religion. Theſe ſhould be the 
leſſon held out in example and recommended 
through all. At leaſt nothing which inter- 


feres with theſe principles; nothing, for in- 


ſtance, which dcbaſes or brings in queſtion 


the moral character of the deity, or which 
contracts 
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1 69 ] 85 
contracts our charity and good-will towards 
men ſhould be admitted into them. A 
publick worſhip, formed upon theſe prin- 
ciples and animated with this ſpirit, as it 
muſt be open to all, muſt win the eſteem if 
not the concurrence of all: and would 
perhaps do more towards reforming and 
converting the world than can be done by 
human authority in any other way. 

THe devotional parts of ſcripture are in 
ſentiment and language the moſt ſimple, 
rational and ſublime that can be imagined. 
Theſe our church hath happily adopted in 
many parts of her liturgy and imitated in 
others. From this plentiful ſource improve- 
ments, if wanted, may be had without end. 
And by keeping this model always in view, 
rejecting every thing of doubtful diſputation, 
or leaving it expreſſed in the terms of ſcrip- 


ture, her ſervice might be freed from all 


| objection; ſhe miznt defy the ſcorn and 
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malice of her enemies; and ſpare ſome 


ſhame 
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fie and confuſion to thoſe of her friend; 


who are moſt anxious for her honour and 
proſperity. 

THrus S1R, I have given you freely the 
reſult of my thoughts upon the ſubjeAs which 
have lately engaged our converſation: and 
have I believe more than fulfilled the pro- 
miſe which you charge me with in your 
letter. If in any thing my ſentiments appear 
ſingular or new, they ought to be ſuſpected: 
and I wiſh you to canvaſs them with the 
ſeverity of a friend, by whoſe judgment | 
hope to correct my own; and from whom 
I have now a right to expect information 


in my turn. 


Jam affectionately yours. 
IS. 


RN KMT A. 


laſt line but one, for poinetd, read pointed. 
I, 6. for known ot, read know not. 
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